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Figure 1. Case 1, a 4-year-old, neutered male Russian Blue cat: this is a photograph of one of the 
multiple, 2–5 mm diameter, circumscribed, papular skin lesions present on the cat’s head and neck. 




Figure 2. A scab from case 1 was found to have viral inclusions in the epidermis and panniculus on 
histopathological examination, and this image shows poxvirus particles as seen by electron microscopy 
 
  
Figure 3. This image of case 1, taken post mortem, reveals diffuse, severe pneumonia with many 6–10 
mm diameter poxvirus lesions on the surface of the lungs (black arrows). The blue arrow indicates 
surgical clips following lobectomy 
 
  
Figure 4. Case 2, a 2-year-old, neutered male Ragdoll cat: this photograph shows some of the many 5–10 
mm diameter erythematous, ulcerated skin lesions with necrotic centres that developed overnight on 
the cat’s head, neck and thorax. This picture shows the left side of the cat’s neck, which has been 
shaved, and an oesophageal feeding tube placed, although not yet sutured to the skin. 
 
  
Figure 5. Case 2: (a) dorsoventral thoracic radiograph showing complete consolidation of the right lung 
and partial consolidation of the middle of the left lung. A small volume, right-sided pleural effusion is 
also present. (b) Lateral thoracic radiograph showing patchy diffuse, mainly interstitial changes. An 
oesophageal feeding tube can be seen in place. 
 
